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says Mountain Meadow executive director
Carolyn Thompson, whose camp will name
one of its playing fields after Valentine. “It's
important to have role models, someone
who came from a family like yours. Joe is
agn:ocl'g.:y He wanls to do something for

'Ihemmwmdhasnwerbem at ease
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But the 26-year-old pitcher, who is hetero-
muaLsayshehasnﬂerﬁeltuaeawahout
hls fan'ulx andhe describes his childhood

"I never felt different from other kids,”
saysValentine, who playedinthe Reds orga-
nmtmlastmbms:gmd minor-league
- this winter with the Houston As-

tm?; “Il‘spstﬂaesntmhmlgmwupm.“’
father has never been a part
Deb Valen-
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an outstanding softball player, gets a
lotn{ﬂxecrednformshﬂmg\falmﬁnemﬁ:
his love of the game.

Valentine’s two moms were regulars at
his games at Deer Park High School, and
ﬂ:eh'Norﬂ:Babykmhomewasateaml'lamg

Doreen followed Joe down

people who don't like
,igays.Thats_qusl the way they
grewup.”

More and more children are
growing up in non-traditional house-
holds, and Valentine says kids who are un-
easy with their gay parents need to look at
the bigger picture. * Fbrsomepeop]e,it’sgo-
ing to be tough,” he says, “Not everyone will
mptymmﬁmrebemglwedand
treated the way a kid should be treated, you
can't ask for anything more than that.™

moms & a pitcher heat odds



