American Givil Liberties Union
Steven Lofton and Roger Croteau (right),
seated amid several foster children.
The Florida men are challenging that
state's adoption law regarding gay
couples. Lofton and Croteau were
barred from adopting a foster child
they raised, and now the state wants to
remove the boy from their home.
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Partners ... With Children

As more gay couples opt to adopt, they are relishing the joys

of parenthood — and enduring some special challenges.

By Murray Dubin
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER
endy Witzel, 39, changed
clothes five times that
morning and kept redo-
ing her makeup. She re-
membered to take the gift
she had made, a wall-hanging with
dried flowers.

Her partner, Teresa Smith, 40, took
along the biggest stuffed purple Bar-
ney that the Sicklerville couple could
find. “We just didn’t want to blow this,”
she said.

On that July day last year, Smith and
Witzel were about to adopt a baby. But
first, they had to meet and be approved
by the birth mother.

A yes, and they would finally be par-
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Smith (right) at
home with
Matthew, 10
manths. His
birth mother
chose the
couple for the
adoption.

ents after three years of trying, A no?
They did not want to think about it.

The two appear to be typical subur-
banites — two cars, three dogs, and a
deck in the back. But they are part of a
lifestyle change seen across America
at dance recitals, play groups and su-
permarkets: More same-sex couples
are becoming parents.

The growth in two-mother and two-fa-
ther households also is gaining atten-
tion in the fractious, diverse, and often-
stereotyped gay and lesbian communi-
ty. PrideFest America, an annual gay
and lesbian festival in Philadelphia,
will host a panel Tuesday discussing
the ways same-sex couples are becom-
ing parents.
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